Tips for Home Fire Safety
Source:  Larry Piercy


Heating with wood can be an economical way to keep your family warm this fall and winter. Because wood poses some hazards other fuels do not have, follow a few basic safety precautions for the wood-burning stove or fireplace to keep from endangering family members.


Thick, highly flammable deposits of a dark, sooty substance called "creosote" can build up in wood-burning stove pipes and chimneys that have not been cleaned for several years.  A roaring blaze can ignite these deposits and produce a chimney fire that could cause your house to catch on fire. 

To prevent this danger, check your chimney for creosote accumulation and clean it, or have a professional do the job, before using it for the heating season.  When using a wood-burning stove or fireplace, choose well-seasoned wood.  Avoid burning treated wood, which may produce harmful chemicals if burned, such as construction materials.


Remember to build hot fires because slow, smoldering fires with excessive smoke contribute to creosote buildup.


Be sure the chimney is air tight and is structurally sound to withstand a fire if creosote happens to ignite.

A high-quality cap on the top of your chimney is a good safety feature. It will help reduce discharge of potentially dangerous sparks onto the roof during the fall and winter and can keep birds and debris out of the chimney in the spring and summer.

Likewise, regularly clean the wood-burning stove pipe and chimney.  The stove pipe probably needs cleaning if it produces a dull thud when tapped. The chimney needs treatment when creosote buildup exceeds one-fourth inch. 

You may want to hire a professional chimney sweep to clean and inspect the safety of your chimney or stove. Chimney sweeps have a varied selection of tools and brushes and often use a special vacuum. Always ask if they are insured and belong to the Chimney Sweep Guild.


For more information on home fire safety, contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.


Educational programs of the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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