READ PRECAUTIONARY STATEMENTS ON HOUSEHOLD CLEANING PRODUCTS

Source: Linda Heaton

Household cleaning product labels have information to guide you to the best and safest use of these products.

These precautionary statements give you safety information about product use, first aid instructions as well as handling, storage and disposal guidelines.

The Federal Hazardous Substances Act governs use of precautionary statements on household cleaning product labels.

A product is not required to give any precautionary statement if exposure in small amounts or swallowing small amounts would not cause major harm. Many window cleaners, fabric softeners and some hand dishwashing detergents are in this category.

The "signal word" is the first and largest word in a precautionary statement.

"Caution" and "warning" are the mildest safeguard statements.  They indicate the product won(t likely cause permanent damage as a result of exposure, if appropriate first aid is given. Many laundry detergents, automatic dishwashing detergents, disinfectants and all-purpose cleaners fall into this category.

"Danger" indicates a greater precaution and often appears on specialty products for tough cleaning tasks, such as cleaning ovens or unclogging drains.

Precautionary statements also contain specific phrases explaining possible consequences if the product is misused. These phrases include "eye or skin irritant," "harmful if swallowed" or "flammable." 

These statements also include precautionary measures describing actions you should take or those you need to avoid. For example, the label might instruct you to wear rubber gloves for protection, avoid product vapors, or use the product in a well-ventilated area. You also might be advised not to mix a product with anything that might cause a dangerous reaction. If this precaution appears, the label lists specific combinations you should avoid.

Precautionary statements on the product label also might include first aid instructions. The label might state, "If swallowed, drink a full glass of water," or "in case of eye contact, flush eyes with water for 15 minutes."

Cleaning product labels have handling, storage or disposal instructions when relevant to a hazard. Examples are "do not reuse container" or "store away from heat or out of direct light."

As an added precaution, keep products in their original containers with labels in tact.

Remember, it can be dangerous for you to incorrectly use a product or follow the wrong emergency treatment guidelines.

For more safety information, contact your (COUNTY NAME)  Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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