Protect Young Children:

Poison-Proof Your Home

Source:  Kim Henken


Poison centers across the United States receive more than one million calls annually about children accidentally being poisoned.  Potentially dangerous products can include cleaning products, painting supplies, pesticides, medications and even makeup.  To keep curious children from getting into everyday things that can hurt or even kill them, poison-proof your home.  


These tips will help you poison-proof your home and protect your family.


Always post the number for the Poison Control Center (800-222-1222) near all of your telephones, and be sure babysitters and caregivers have this number.


Whenever possible, use products that do not contain potentially harmful chemicals. 


Choose products with child-proof or safety caps.


Always read and follow label directions on use and storage of hazardous products.  Store products in the original container and never mix two products together.


Store drugs, chemicals, poisons and other unsafe products safely in your house, garage, car, purse, diaper bag and barn or other outside building.  
A locked cabinet is the best way to keep hazardous products out of the reach of children.


Eliminate food, water and other items that may attract pests. 


Try alternatives to chemical pesticides to get rid of pests. For examples, pull weeds instead of using herbicides and use traps for pests instead of poisons or sprays.


Always be sure your children are well away from the location when you use household or garden chemicals or pesticides. 


If poisoning does occur, remain calm.  Call 911 or your local emergency telephone number if the person is unconscious, convulsing or having a hard time breathing; otherwise, call the Poison Control Center at 1-800-222-1222.


For more information on family safety, call the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.


Educational programs of the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.






-30-

