Increasing Interest in Home Automation

Source:  Linda Adler


More people are becoming interested in home automation because it’s convenient, safe and energy-efficient.


“Home automation” refers to anything that gives you remote or automatic control around the house.  For some people, it might be something as simple as remote or automatic control of a few lights or appliances.  Security might be the main focus for others. Still others might install advanced or voice-recognition controls.


It also saves energy because you can control lighting, appliances, and heating and cooling systems for times when you need to use them.


Lighting probably is the most popular home automation category.  Timers and other activation devices provide convenience and safety and are easy to install and use.


If you’re tired of stumbling through the dark to turn on a lamp or overhead light, consider a voice-activated light control.  It will turn lights on or off and even dim them with simple voice commands. This device also can be used to control small appliances that don’t have a heating element such as fans.


Use a countdown timer switch for lights often left on in vacant rooms or the attic. You simply press a pre-set timer button to keep lights on for a certain amount of time to ensure that lights don’t remain on longer than necessary.  You can save energy by using this switch for exhaust or attic fans, outdoor lighting, bathroom heaters, hot tubs and sprinkler systems.


A motion sensor switch is perfect for indoor home entrances, closets, basements and garages.  It’s easy too install; just unscrew the existing light bulb, screw in the sensor, and screw the bulb back into the fixture. 


Many people want a security system. It can either call your designated number or another telephone number if there’s an alert. These systems often make calls for a break-in, fire or medical emergency.


Some automation devices offer access into and out of your home.  A device may let you use the Internet to unlock the front door to let friends enter or close the garage door while you’re away from home.


You also can use home automation for draperies, mini-blinds and patio doors.


It’s easy to open and close draperies automatically at given times or by remote control to protect furniture, artwork and carpeting during periods of high sun.  This also saves energy by keeping your home warm in the winter and cool in the summer.  


If mini-blinds are installed on hard-to-reach windows, you can tilt them to any angle by having them converted to remote control.  This is especially convenient for bedrooms, living rooms, offices and sun spaces.


You also can have patio doors converted into a motorized, remote-control entrance. This is a good option for the physically challenged, elderly and kids.  It also helps save energy.  The control can be installed on most sliding doors and easily disconnects for unrestricted manual use.


For more information on home automation, contact your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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