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The yellow, orange and red leaves that provided a brilliant fall show are slowly dropping to the ground in preparation for winter.  My, how time flies.


It seems like only yesterday that forests of green surrounded the barren fields being cultivated as farmers began the ritual of planting corn seed in the fertile, exposed ground. With help from the sun, rain and warm weather, the small, unfurling corn kernels worked their way through the soil to eventually become regulated rows of maturing corn. 


Now, it’s time to harvest. Mechanized corn pickers are crossing the landscape to separate corn from the stalk and leave the fields barren again. Much as the colorful, falling leaves are leaving our forests bleak to welcome the winter, the brown stubble of corn stalks will dot Kentucky’s landscape in early winter.


When you think about it, the process of planting, growing and harvesting corn is similar to timber production. Trees, too, are harvested by mechanized machine and processed for various products. Just as many products are manufactured from corn, trees also generate numerous products. Some estimates are that thousands of products are produced from the various tree species in Kentucky.  Trees, like corn, should be harvested when mature to make way for another vigorous stand.


Many Kentucky timber owners take pride in contributing to the economy by harvesting their renewable resource of trees.


When a timber stand is totally harvested, the residual tree and leaf litter protects the soil.  This management technique is similar to leaving shredded stalks in harvested corn fields.


Through proper management, a recently harvested timber stand will be replanted with suitable trees.  Similarly, a barren corn field will be seeded to produce a new crop.


However, there is a major difference between corn and timber production. It’s time.  While it takes about four months to grow corn, 80 years is required to grow the quality hardwoods for which Kentucky is known.


It takes considerable more time to grow timber than conventional row crops like corn; but both are valuable resources for our daily lives.   Remember their value when you see combines in corn fields or a timber truck on the highway.


For more information on the value of agricultural production to Kentucky, contact your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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