Forests Produce Many Products Necessary for Our Daily Lives

Source:  Doug McLaren


Sometimes we might not think about the importance of trees and contributions many wood-related items make to our quality of life each day.


Just think about it for a moment and examine how products made from trees grown in Kentucky make our lives better on a daily basis.


In the morning, the printed newspaper is delivered to your doorstep.  The coffee filters or tea bags, and even the orange juice for breakfast are products of trees.  Many soap and cosmetic products and some medicines have partial ingredients linked to trees. The chocolate and nuts in the cookies we eat for lunch, as well as the apples in the pie for dessert all come from a tree. Our homes are framed from trees.  The interiors are decorated with wood. Examples are the floors, staircases, trim, furniture and accessories made totally or partially from wood.


It’s important to grow and manage trees as an agricultural product to have sufficient wood for all the above-mentioned products. 

Kentucky landowners with timber as part of an agricultural management plan know that growing timber is much like raising a traditional row crop. The only difference is time. It might take up to 100 years to grow, manage and harvest timber as a renewable resource. Forest landowners typically receive extremely high returns on timber sales.


If you, as a forest landowner, don’t have a clear understanding of the lengthy timber marketing and harvesting process, you might want to contact a professional forester for expertise in these matters.


 Professional foresters routinely provide assistance in all aspects of forest management decisions.  These foresters will recommend timber management practices that create financial benefits for timber owners.

 If you have questions about woodland management, even if you are an absentee landowner, contact your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service for a list of professional foresters.  They will help you make management decisions today that will provide good financial returns on your timber investment for years to come.


Your County Extension office also has publications and other information on woodland management.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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