National 4-H Puts Out Call for Memories
Source:  Mark Mains


The National 4-H Headquarters has issued a "call for memories" in preparation for the 75th annual National 4-H Conference next year.

To celebrate this historic event, the 4-H Youth Development program is collecting stories from people who participated in the National 4-H Conference, which was initially called the National 4-H Camp. People of all ages are invited to share their fondest memories at http://www4-h.org/2005conf.

With participants' permission, some stories may be selected for the National 4-H Conference web site or use on other conference materials.


At the national first event in 1927, delegates slept on cots in tents that were supplied by the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  Tents were located on the National Mall in Washington, D.C.  Delegates have visited Capitol Hill from the earliest days of the annual event.  During the 1940s and 1950s, the event took place at various locations around Washington, D.C., but delegates no longer slept in tents. 

The name was changed to National 4-H Conference in 1957. It has been operated by the National 4-H Council at the National 4-H Youth Conference Center in Chevy, Chase, Md., since 1959.


Kentucky's first 4-H camp took place near a stream in Ballard County soon after World War I. The tents constructed by throwing tarpaulins over poles tied between trees offered little protection for campers from the heavy rains that fell.  Despite such mishaps, camping gained widespread popularity and remains a favorite activity today.

Our state conference takes place on the University of Kentucky campus the third week in June.  Called the 4-H State Teen Conference, the four-day event features a variety of workshops and tracts pertaining to youth development and self-improvement.


4-H is a community of young people across America learning leadership, citizenship and lift skills.

For more information on the 4-H Youth Development program, contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.


Educational programs of the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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