Learning About the American Private Enterprise System
Source: Lionel Williamson


The American Private Enterprise System (APES) is designed to teach selected high school juniors and seniors about how our country does business. Students meet regularly in study groups with executives of local businesses and educators for discussion and hands on experiences.
This program helps increase the knowledge young people have in the American economic system as well as the global economy through individual and group study. Teachers of the program find many different ways of getting this knowledge to the students.
Objectives of the program are to prepare participants for an active role in business through involvement with business leaders; provide an exchange of ideas among youth scholars and local business and professional leaders; acquaint youth scholars with career opportunities in business; provide leadership training for youth scholars and junior leaders serving as officers and committee members in local area state and national programs and provide citizenship training for youth scholars and teen leaders as they learn about the American way of doing business.

 (Agents: Add local program information here.)  

The APES program began in the 1950s in Warren and Henderson counties.  Since this pilot effort, the program has spread to many other counties with 98 or Kentucky’s 120 counties have an APES program. The program is in about 200 high schools with around 2,000 high school junior and senior participants. Some 40 counties participate each year in this program. 

This popular program has two major conferences at the end of each year.  The Kentucky Youth Seminar offers many different workshops that reinforce what was learned during the school year.  There are also competitions where the students compete for different prizes and scholarships as well as the chance to become one of the program’s top youth scholars.

Top scholars have the opportunity to go to the National Institute on Cooperative Education (NICE), expenses paid and compete for even more prizes and scholarships.
For more information on the APES program or other youth programs available through Cooperative Extension, contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, disability, or national origin.
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