Youth Gain Valuable Experiences
From 4-H Animal Science Projects
Source:  Monty Chappell


Although some things about 4-H Youth Development have changed over the years, it still remains a comprehensive educational program that provides youth with a broad spectrum of learning experiences.


Animal science projects are an important part of 4-H programming for youth ages nine through 19. 


Youth establish long-term goals for these projects, commit time and resources  and assume the responsibilities of caring for and fitting animals for county, district and state shows. The skills youth master in animal science projects apply to real-life, 21st century experiences.  

Many Kentucky 4-Hers are preparing to enter animals in competitive events at the Kentucky State Fair Aug. 19 through Aug. 29 at the Kentucky Fair and Exposition Center in Louisville. Events will include market and/or breeding and showmanship classes for dairy goats, dairy cattle, sheep, swine and beef cattle. These shows will culminate with the Sale of Champions where the grand champion and reserve grand champion market steers, lambs and hogs will be sold. The sale will take place Aug. 26, beginning at 5:15 p.m. in Newmarket Hall.

As show time approaches, fitting, grooming and walking animals becomes increasingly important.  A strong work ethic is essential to maintain a daily routine that otherwise might become boring and lack-luster.


The spirit of competition in livestock shows makes 4-H members' commitments, planning and hard work worthwhile.  Everyone becomes a winner when learning takes place as it does in animal sciences and the hundreds of other projects in Kentucky's 4-H Youth Development program.

4-H is a community of young people across America who are learning leadership, citizenship and life skills.


For more information, contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service office.


Educational programs of the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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