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"Learn by doing" is the cornerstone of the Kentucky 4-H Youth Development program. Dairy is one of many activities that support this philosophy by helping youth master many skills that will endure a lifetime.

Youth develop these skills and gain other intangible benefits by taking part in the 4-H dairy project, quiz bowls, shows and judging contests.

In the dairy project, 4-H members assume the responsibility for properly caring for the animal day in and day out.  This involves providing appropriate nutrition, good water and a clean, comfortable environment for the animal.  Mastering these and other skills gives youth a sense of satisfaction as they watch the animal develop.

Participation in state, regional and national dairy events enables youth to expand their horizons by meeting new people, visiting new places, and doing new things.


In addition to caring for animals, 4-H members also develop herdsmanship skills, and frequently take part in the dairy show's showmanship event, where they are evaluated on how well they lead the animal, how well fitted it is and its behavior.


Youth develop a number of important skills as they prepare for and take part in dairy judging contests.   This expertise may include observation, evaluation, logical thinking, decision making and communicating.  4-H members simultaneously evaluate many different factors before making decisions they must verbally defend. 

As a result of their 4-H experiences, youth often take on leadership and citizenship roles as mentors to other members and by working with others to establish a service project to meet a community need.


Mastering a variety of skills, understanding diversity and the philosophy of service to others are attributes 4-H members will use throughout their lives.


4-H is a community of young people across America who are learning leadership, citizenship and life skills. For more information on our local program, contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service office.

State administration is from Cooperative Extension, University of Kentucky College of Agriculture and Kentucky State University
Educational programs of the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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