Project WET Teaches

Water Education

Source: Jennifer Lynn

Kentucky’s 4-H Youth Development program offers many activities for youth as well as support for educators of youth.  It provides top-quality, nationally and internationally known curricula for environmental and natural resources education. 
Water education is one of the environmental topics.  Areas covered include conserving water, preserving wetlands, water quantity and quality issues, aquatic wildlife, ecosystems, water management strategies and water's chemical and physical properties.

Some environmental education materials may only be obtained by attending an educators( training session. Some may be purchased, and some are free. For information on the curriculum guides and activities, contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.

Many teachers, community volunteers and county Extension agents have attended training sessions for Project WET (Water Education for Teachers) a water education program for instructors of students in grades K-12. One training session is a six-hour workshop that teaches instructors how to use a Project WET guide with more than 90 water science curricula and activities that teach skills necessary to make informed water resource management decisions. The second training is a 12-hour workshop teaching others how to conduct the initial six-hour training. Only those attending these trainings have access to this guide.

Project WET promotes awareness, knowledge and stewardship of water resources. The nationally known and tested collection of innovative materials is hands-on, easy to use and fun. Sharing Project WET activities may encourage people to establish local and regional programs to protect and sustain water and help others recognize that water is a valuable natural resource essential to our future.

As a result of previous Project WET sessions, county Extension agents have used the resources for educational activities in local communities, as supplemental materials for 4-H projects involving soil conservation, forestry and recreation, and for environmental field days, among other uses. In addition, 4-H members have done Project WET training with teen clubs. State naturalists, college recreation majors and community groups also have benefited from the trainings. 

There are other books available through Project WET.  You don(t have to attend a workshop to have access to these materials. "Wow! The Wonders of Wetlands" is an activity guide for grades K-12 dealing with what wetlands are and how to preserve them. "Conserve Water Educator(s Guide( is a series of lesson plans on water conservation activities geared to middle- and high-school students. This book has case studies and prediction problems.

The newest water education books to assist educators are "Healthy Water, Healthy People," a two-book series to help educators teach youth about water quality. The HWHP Educator's Guide has a collection or water quality activities. The HWHP Testing Kit Manual is a valuable resource for educators who take youth to a stream or water to test water.  The manual addresses how and why water is tested for such parameters as bacteria, hardness and potential hydrogen.


Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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