EXPLORE NATURE, HAVE FUN, LEARN WITH 4-H ENTOMOLOGY PROJECT

Source: Blake Newton

You probably don(t think studying bugs can be fun. But it is. Our 4-H Entomology Project is both fun and educational.

When taking on a 4-H Entomology project, you explore diverse environments in nature to search for insects for your collection. Did you know insects are the most abundant animals on earth? More than one million different insect types have been identified. They live in just about every situation or habitat on earth

By taking time to carefully observe insects, whether they(re eating a leaf or being eaten by a spider, you(ll find them fascinating and interesting creatures.

You(ll discover that insects, as a group, are the best masters of camouflage in the animal kingdom. Color is essential to insects( survival. For example, walking sticks and ambush bugs use color as protection to blend into their surroundings. Other insects use color to stand out in the environment. For example, the ladybug is a bright red insect that tastes bad when eaten. A bird might eat a ladybug once, but usually not again because the ladybug(s bright color reminds birds of the bad taste.

As you look for insects in diverse environments, you(ll also discover fascinating aspects of nature in trees and flowers. Insects are necessary to pollinate most flowers.

Insects also serve as part of the food chain for other members of the animal kingdom. In fact, some insects are (beneficial,( in that they eat other insects that are pests of food crops and gardens.   

Participating in a 4-H Entomology Projects also gives you  hands-on experience to reinforce what you(ve learned in school. For example, insects demonstrate biology through such activities as eating, mating, laying eggs, metamorphosis and death. You also develop skills including observation, research, teamwork, communications that will benefit your schoolwork and career. And you can share this knowledge by giving entomology talks and demonstrations.

The 4-H Entomology Project has three units.

Unit I covers such topics as insects and their relatives, grasshopper body parts, and various aspects of making an insect collection from acquiring the insects through building a display box. In the second unit, 4-H members learn about the body parts of true bugs and beetles, how insects grow and change and how to collect and display insects. Unit III includes bee, wasp and fly body parts, how to identify, collect and preserve immature insects, and how build various rearing cages and rear insects in these cages.

Each county selects the best two to three insect collections that will be entered in the Kentucky State Fair to be judged the best in the state.

Contact your (COUNTY NAME) for more information on the 4-H Entomology Project and other educational opportunities through Kentucky 4-H/Youth Development.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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